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A Theoretical Study of Observation Methods as Early Childhood Care and

Education Practice: Focusing on the Openness and the Subjectivity

Nana HATANO

Abstract
The purpose of this study is to compare and organize observation methods regarding childcare and education
practices. The approaches that will be analyzed are New Zealand's Learning Stories, Italy's Reggio Emelia
Approach (which have both been referred to often in recent years in Japan), and Makoto Tsumori's series of
studies. The analysis of this paper will first summarize the methodologies of each approach while examining
recorded cases, then, using these summaries, conduct a comparative investigation of the three. The conclusions of
the analysis show that, while there are numerous similarities among the three observation methods, there are clear

differences in their degree of openness and the ways each approach expresses subjectivity.
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