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Abstract : Technological forecasting (TF) has regularly been made by
Science and Technology Agency (STA) of Japan in the three decades. On
one hand it has been accepted but on the other hand it is recently neglected
by STA itself. This negeligence is partly because of its lack in theoretical
foundation but may partly be attributed to the fact that it has not been
investigated how to utilise the outcome of TF in decision making processes.
This paper is purposed to investigate utilisation methods by considering to
what decision environment TF methods are relevant. Specifically for the
Delphi and the extrapolation methods as the most frequently used ones,
this paper evaluates the congruence of the methods to the decision sys-
tems.

Keywords : Technology forecasting ; Delphi method ; Extrapolation method
; Expert survey ; Consensus formation ; Population-sample structure ;
Randomness ; Cluster analysis ; Decision system ; Discipline autonomy ;

Technology foresight.
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