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On the Structure of Commodity Fetishism in Caprtal

— the basis of critique on “political economy” —

Yoshiaki ICHIOKA

Abstract

Many students of Marxism have dealt with the theory of fetishism as an independent entity, and have not

adequately considered it in relation with Marx s economic theory. Accorging to IL.LRubin one reason for this

interpretation is the position where the theory of fetishism is given in Capital by Marx. It is given separate

heading,and put at the last place in Chapter 1. But this form does not correspond to the connections of Marx s

ideas. In this paper I argue that fetishism is an important ring of Marx s commodity theory. Then I explain

how commodity fetishism relates to the value substance and the form of value. And I conclude that the theory of

fetishism is the basis of Marx s entire economic system and particularly of his theory of value.
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