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The Disposition of the Deceased POWs Uncovered through
Japanese Internment Cards KNIL

Miyo SAKUMA

Abstract

This paper analyses 1,507 Japanese internment cards for the Koninklijk Nederlands Indisch Leger (KNIL) during
the Secord World War, which were translated from Japanese to English by the POW Research Network, Japan, and
were made available in a database at the National Archives of the Netherlands.

The cards reveal a lot of information about the deceased, including when, where and how they died. However,
they were originally written in Japanese so the bereaved families found it difficult to understand the information.
The database enabled anyone to access the cards both in Japanese and English. By using the database, this paper
analyses how and where the dead were treated and managed. The information extracted from the cards shows
that, in general, the dead were buried if they were located in camps outside Japan, and were cremated if they died
in camps in Japan. If they died on board a ship they were given a burial at sea. The analysis also discloses lists of
burial places and when, where and how the remains of the dead were returned to the Allied forces.

This analysis provides an example of how quantitative research can be conducted by using the database.
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