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S. Freud's Fort/Da Game and Death Drive:

Reconstruction and its Failure as a Theory of Ego-development
Nana HATANO
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Abstract

Freud's famous Fort/Da game is often mentioned in play theory, education theory, and development theory.
But his claim that there is a death drive within the game has been largely dismissed. In this paper, we return to
Freud's "Beyond the Pleasure Principle" and faithfully interpret the Fort/Da game according to Freud's original
intention. In addition, we attempt to reinterpret the Fort/Da game using the principle of the death drive. As a
result, it became clear that play has two aspects, one is to promote the development of the ego and the other is
to dissolve and regress the boundaries of the ego. In other words, in play, the ego intertwines these two aspects
and makes the outline of the individual stand out. At the same time, however, as long as play as a manifestation of
the death drive tries to maintain its essence, there will also arise a situation in which it continues to remain on an

indescribable horizon that is never recovered from the logic of ego development.
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